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INTRODUCTION

Cash budgeting is an essential financial tool used by the business to manage its cash flow
effectively. In this case study, we will evaluate Hunt Distributing Inc.'s financial health by looking at its
cash inflow or cash outflow over a specific period of time. The primary purpose of a cash budget is to
help businesses ensure they have enough cash to meet their obligations and avoid liquidity problems. By
planning and controlling cash flows, businesses can ensure they meet financial obligations such as
payroll, supplier payments, and loan repayments while controlling spending based on cash availability.
We also will determine whether it is aligned with financial goals or not.

Cash inflows, cash outflows, net cash flow, and opening and closing cash balances are the
elements that make up a cash budget. All cash payments, such as capital expenses, loan repayments,
operating expenses (rent, utilities, labor), and other outgoings, are included in cash outflows. A positive
net cash flow indicates a surplus and a negative net cash flow indicates a deficit. Net cash flow is
computed by deducting total cash outflows from total cash inflows. The amount of cash on hand at the
start of the period is known as the opening cash balance, and the amount remaining at the conclusion of
the period after all inflows and outflows have been taken into account is known as the closing cash
balance.

This case study is talking about the shortage of cash to pay any expenses that need to be paid at
that moment. This happened when the leader was changed from Nelson to Donald Hunt. Although Hunt
Distributing Inc. grew slowly when it was under Mr. Nelson, the business was steady. Mr. Nelson also
maintains strong ties with local businesses, suppliers, and customers. Mr. Nelson did not undue risk and
only accepted the highest quality product for distribution. Donald on the other hand, always criticizes his
father, Mr. Nelson, for conservative business policies.
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1. What seems to be the major problem with Hunt Distributing Inc.? Why has this problem occurred?

Hunt Distributing Inc. has an unstable cash balance, due to poor cash management. When Donald took
over, he expanded the list of products offered for distribution for his retailers, extended much longer
credit periods to clients, and also took on additional bank loans to further the company’s expansion.
Although the list of offerings and the number of supplies increased, and the revenue during the five-year
period also increased, the cash balance seems to be unstable and significantly decreased over time.

2. Based on the prior years’ financial statements, what conclusion do you think Patrick would be justified
in reaching? What calculations should he make to analyze the cash positions of the company?
Substantiate your answer by making the necessary calculations.

To analyze the cash positions of the company based on prior years’ financial statements, Patrick would
need to perform several calculations that would help him understand the liquidity and cash flow situation
of the business. Here are some key calculations he should make:

i) Cash flow from operating activities

Cash flow from operating activities = cash received from customers - cash payment to suppliers and
employees

= Sales - (starting account payable + purchases on credit)

Years Calculation Cash Flow from
Operating Activities

2013 RM4,000,000 - (200,000+300,000+50,000) RM3,450,000

2014 RM4,880,000 - (300,000+450,000+69,733) RM4,060,267

2015 RM6,100,000 - (350,000+574,553+79,749) RM5,095,698
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ii) Cash flow from investing activities

Cash Flow from Investing Activities = Acquisition of fixed assets + Sales of fixed assets

Years Calculations Cash Flow from
Investing Activities

2013 RM4,000,000 + (-RM750,000) RM3,250,000

2014 RM4,880,000 + (-RM750,000) RM4,130,000

2015 RM6,100,000 + (-RM750,000) RM5,350,000

iii) Cash Flow from Financing Activities

Cash flow from financing activities = Proceeds from Issuing Debt or Equity − Repayments of Debt −
Dividends Paid

Years Calculations Cash Flow from
Financing Activities

2013 RM300,000+RM200,000 RM500,000

2014 RM450,000+RM200,000 RM650,000

2015 RM574,553+RM200,000 RM774,553

Total Cash Flow = Cash Flow from Operating Activities + Cash Flow from Investing Activities + Cash
Flow from Financing Activities

Years Calculations Total Cash Flow

2013 RM3,450,000+RM3,250,000+RM500,000 RM7,200,000

2014 RM4,060,267+RM4,130,000+RM650,000 RM8,840,267

2015 RM5,095,698+RM5,350,000+RM774,553 RM11,220,251

This calculation shows that the company had a positive cash flow of $7,200,000 in 2013, $8,840,267 in
2014, and $11,220,251 in 2015, indicating an increase in its cash flow every year.
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3. Should Patrick prepare a quarterly or a monthly cash budget for Hunt Distributing Inc.? Explain why.

Patrick should prepare a monthly cash budget for Hunt Distributing Inc. because of some reasons.
One of the reasons is granularity. Monthly budgets can provide more detailed insights into cash flows,
allowing for better tracking and management. Then, volatility. Given the fluctuating sales and cash
balance instability, a monthly budget will help identify issues earlier. Decision-making also can be easier.
More frequent data points support timely and informed decision-making, which is especially important
for adjusting to unexpected changes. Lastly, expense and tax payments. Monthly budgeting aligns better
with the firm’s expense and debt payment schedules, ensuring all obligations are met.

4. Prepare a suitable cash budget for Hunt Distributing Inc. Build in minimum and maximum cash
balances as requested by Donald. Assume that the cash position at the start of the budgeting period is
zero.

Determine the minimum cash balance: Donald wants a minimum cash balance that is at
least 25% higher than last year’s ending cash balance.

○ Last year’s ending cash balance (2015) was $57,154.
○ Therefore,

Minimum Cash Balance  =1.25×57,154= 71,443

Determine the maximum cash balance: Donald also wants to ensure that the maximum
cash balance is not more than 50% higher than last year’s ending cash balance.

.

Maximum Cash Balance  =1.50×57,154= 85,731
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5. Based on your calculations, which months seem to be the most vulnerable to cash deficits and
which ones have the greatest surplus funds?

Vulnerable Months:

● December 2016: This month stands out with an expected sales volume of $1,200,000,
which is significantly higher than other months. If collections do not align with this spike
in sales, it could lead to a cash deficit.

● March 2016: Expected sales of $500,000 without significant collections could pose a risk
due to high operating expenses and debt payments.

Surplus Funds Months:

● October 2015: The month has actual sales of $400,000, with no significant scheduled
expenses, indicating a potential surplus.

● November 2015: Similar to October, with actual sales of $450,000 and relatively lower
expense commitments.

5



6. Assuming borrowed funds cost 10% per year and excess funds can be invested at 6% per year,
prepare an annual financial plan for Hunt Distributing, Inc.

- Annual Financial Plan: To address the current cash flow challenges and ensure financial
stability, a comprehensive financial plan is essential. This plan should incorporate the following
elements:

-Sales Forecast: Project sales growth at a rate of 25% based on historical trends, aligning
with Donal's expectations.

-Cash Collections: Utilize the collection schedule provided (20% within <30 days, 40%
within 31-60 days, 40% within 61-90 days) to estimate cash inflows from sales.

-Cash Disbursements: Estimate monthly operating expenses, including salaries, utilities,
and other expenses, adjusted proportionally with sales forecasts. Incorporate specific expenses
such as the new delivery truck purchase ($40,000 in May 2016) and debt payments.

-Interest and Investment Strategy: Calculate monthly interest expenses on existing loans
at 10% per year. Evaluate opportunities to invest excess funds at a 6% annual return to optimize
cash management.

-Monthly Cash Budget: Develop a detailed cash budget outlining monthly cash inflows
and outflows, ensuring visibility into potential deficits or surplus funds each month. Monitor and
adjust collections and payment schedules to mitigate risks during high sales months (like
December 2016).

-Financial Strategy Recommendations: Recommend strategies to Donal that could
include renegotiating supplier terms to extend payables where feasible, optimizing inventory
management, and potentially reducing credit periods to improve cash flow.

6



7. How might the firm avoid cash shortage in the future? Explain.

● Cash flow forecasting.

Anticipating periods of financial surpluses and shortages can be achieved by routinely creating cash flow
projections. The company can prepare for any gaps in funding and take proactive steps to close them by
predicting financial inflows and outflows. Ensuring there is enough cash on hand to fulfill commitments,
involves determining when receivables and payables are due. For example, let’s say Hunt Distributing
Inc. creates a cash flow forecast and identifies that its cash reserves will be low in the next quarter due to
seasonal fluctuations in sales. Hunt Distributing Inc. can plan to tighten the collection of their receivables
and delay some non-essential expenditures until after the high-sales season. This may help them have
enough cash to cover their short-term obligations.

● Maintain a cash reserve.

This can provide a safety net during periods of unexpected cash shortages. This can be built up during
periods of strong cash flow and used to cover shortfalls during leaner times. For example, Hunt
Distributing Inc. had a good profitable quarter. The firm can set aside a portion of its profit into a cash
reserve. This reserve is used in the next quarter when sales dip, ensuring they can cover their payroll and
other critical expenses without needing external financing.

● Having access to short-term financing solutions like lines of credit or short-term loans.

Building strong ties with financial institutions can guarantee that these choices are accessible when
required. For example, Hunt Distributing Inc. encounters an unexpected major equipment failure that
requires immediate repair, costing more than its current cash reserve. The firm can utilize a pre-approved
line of credit to cover the repair costs, ensuring that production continues without disruption. Once their
cash flow stabilizes, they repay the line of credit.
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8. Based on the data provided, calculate and comment on the absolute liquidity of Hunt Distributing Inc.

Absolute Liquidity Ratio = (Cash and Cash Equivalent)➗(Current Liability)

Years Calculations Absolute Liquidity
Ratio (%)

2013 RM160,000 RM550,000 29.1%

2014 RM48,800➗ RM820,000 5.95%

2015 RM57,154➗ RM1,004,553 5.7%

Over the three-year period, the absolute liquidity ratio has significantly declined from 29.1% in
2013 to 5.7% in 2015. This indicates a deteriorating ability of the company to cover its current liabilities
with its most liquid assets. The absolute liquidity ratio of 29.1% in 2013 suggests that the company had a
relatively strong liquidity position, with almost 30% of its current liabilities covered by cash and cash
equivalents. This level of liquidity would generally be considered healthy, providing a good way to meet
short-term obligations. In 2014 The ratio dropped to 5.95%, indicating a sharp decline in liquidity. The
decline shows that the company either reduced its cash reserves or significantly increased its current
liabilities, or both. This reduction in liquidity would make it more challenging to meet immediate
financial obligations without relying on additional financing. In 2015 the ratio further decreased to 5.7%,
continuing the downward trend. This very low ratio highlights a critical liquidity issue, where the
company can cover only about 5.7% of its current liabilities with its cash and cash equivalents. Such a
low level of liquidity is alarming and indicates a high risk of cash flow problems, potentially leading to an
inability to meet short-term debts and obligations without external financing.
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CONCLUSION

The company Hunt Distributing Inc. has faced significant financial difficulties since Mr. Nelson
Nelson's departure. The business grew steadily and developed solid ties with nearby companies, suppliers,
and clients under Mr. Nelson's cautious and conservative leadership. Mr. Nelson's approach of cutting
risks and emphasizing high-quality items made sure the business had a steady cash flow and sound
finances. However, this stability was severely upset by the change in management that resulted from
Donald Hunt's more forceful attitude to corporate expansion. The company's cash flow dynamics were
significantly altered as a result of Donald Hunt's strategy to increase the product options for distribution,
lengthen customer credit periods, and get additional bank loans to support the business's expansion
ambitions. Over a five-year period, these tactics raised revenues, but they also resulted in an unstable cash
balance. The main problem was the mismatch between cash inflows and outflows, which over time
caused the company's cash reserves to drop significantly.

A number of important difficulties are highlighted by the financial analysis. First off, longer loan
terms and higher operating costs contributed to the unstable cash flow from operating activities, even with
rising revenues. Second, the cash position was further strained since the cash flow from investing
activities—which was mostly caused by the purchase of fixed assets—did not produce returns right away.
Finally, the cash flow from financing activities showed that day-to-day operations were managed through
an unsustainable reliance on outside finance. Hunt Distributing Inc.'s liquidity ratio dropped precipitously
from 29.1% in 2013 to a dangerously low 5.7% in 2015. There is a significant chance of cash flow issues
because of this declining trend, which shows a declining ability to pay current liabilities with the most
liquid assets. A liquidity ratio of less than 10% raises red flags and implies that the business would find it
difficult to pay off its short-term debts and commitments without obtaining further funding or
fundamentally altering its financial plans.

Strong cash management procedures must be put in place by Hunt Distributing Inc. in order to
overcome these financial difficulties. To enable more precise tracking and management of financial flows,
this involves creating comprehensive monthly cash budgets. The business can foresee times of financial
excesses and deficits and take proactive steps to alleviate them by forecasting cash flows. When cash flow
is good, keeping a cash reserve can act as a safety net for when things get tighter. The business should
also review its credit rules to make sure that lending terms aren't unduly prolonged, as this could put a
pressure on cash flow. Having solid connections with financial institutions to obtain lines of credit or
other short-term financing solutions can also act as a safety net in case of unforeseen financial difficulties.
Ultimately, the company's cash position can be further strengthened by reframing supplier terms to extend
payables when practical and streamlining inventory management.

To sum up, although Donald Hunt's aggressive expansion plans have raised sales, they have also
caused a great deal of cash flow instability. Improved liquidity and long-term, sustainable growth are
within reach for Hunt Distributing Inc. with a more cautious approach to cash management and a careful
balance between expansion and stability.
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